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The aim of this English for Academic Oral Pre-
sentation Course is to encourage students to
participate in academic English spoken-lan-
guage forums, and thus, help the students
make contributions to the international aca-
demic community. This course is intended to
offer high-level, purpose-specific academic
courses for students who can be assumed to
have acquired solid fundamental English lan-
guage skills from six years of successful sec-
ondary school EFL study.
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Examples of academic oral presentations will
be analysed and then, the examples will be
used as models for the preparation of stu-
dents own oral presentations.

The presentations will be in five topic areas:].
an Oral Essay on one's own reasons for Facul-
ty choice 2. a Discussion on a personal aca-
demic turning point 3. a Position Speech on a
relevant current social issue 4. the manage-
ment of a question and answer/comment and
response session following a presentation
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Although | have often had observers in model
lessons at high schools and at open campus
events, last June at Kyoto University was the
first time | have taken part in a observa-
tion/peer review faculty development initiative
of a university course. | hope that this type of
event may play a constructive role in the col-
laborative development of new courses and in
addition, may help teachers make links be-
tween courses in a programme. My students
appreciated the role of the event in faculty
and program development and they were en-
couraged to think about their own contribu-
tions to the classroom learning environment. |
enjoyed hearing other people talk about what
had happened in the class during the peer re-
view session. | think if it were done several
times, ideas for better teaching and learning
could be put forward, tried out, and evaluated.
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